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Title of the Program: State Level Seminar on “100 Years of Jallianwala bagh: Reliving the
Grief”

The department of History, Sarojini Naidu College for Women organized a State Level Seminar
on “100 years of Jallianwala Bagh:Reliving the Grief”, in collaboration with Gandhi Smarak
Sangrahalaya,Barrackpore, Amdanga Jugalkishore Mahavidyalaya,Rishi Bankim Chandra
College(Evening) and Ramkrishna Qarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan on 24.02.2020.

Objective: The Jalianwala Bagh Massacre was said to be the watershed in the history of
National Movement in India.A large number of unarmed people gathered in the Jallianwala
Bagh on April 13,1919 which was enclosed on all the sides with only a single exit to celebrate
Baishashi and protest against the arrest of Saqtyapal and Kilchew defying the then present ban
on public meetings as abided by Rowlatt Act.Dyer and his soldiers arrived on the spot and sealed
the exit point and without ensuing any warnings open fired on the crowd killing hundreds of
civilians until they ran out of ammunition.

The incident was condemned by a large section of the intellects including Rabindranath Tagore
who gave up the title of Knighthood.The incident received immense media ventilation
criticizing the horrendros act of the British Government. The then government of India ordered an
investigation of the incident known as Hunter Commission which in 1920 censured Dyer for his
heinous actions and was ousted from the military.

The above programme was organized to pay tribute to the martyrs and relieve the grief.

Content : Dr. Sukanya Sarkar of Sarojini Naidu College for Women announced and coordinated
the sessions. The keynote address was delivered by Dr. Nirban Basu,the Mahatma Gandhi Chair
Professor in Social Science,Calcutta University.Dr. Pratik Ghosh, the Secretary-Curator of
Gandhi Smarak Sangrahalaya,Barrackpore delivered welcome address and Dr.Sunetra Mitra of
Ramkrishna Sarada Mission Vivekananda Vidyabhavan lectured on *“State Terror’.Four papers
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were presented by the students of the colleges participated in this seminar. Our student Barsha
Mazumdar’s paper on ‘Rabindranath and his Reaction:Jallinwala Bagh® was highly applauded

by all. The last session was on valedictory and vote of thanks was delivered by Dr. Sukanya
Sarkar and Prof .Chirantan Dasgupta.
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