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Report of One-Day State Level Seminar on “TRENDS IN SURFACE SCIENCE
AND RELATED AREAS(TSSRA)”

The department of Chemistry, Sarojini Naidu College for Women organized the one day
seminar “Trends in Surface Science and Related Areas (TSSRA)” in association with the
Indian Society for Surface Science and Technology (ISSST) on October 6, 2018.

OBJECTIVE: The one-day seminar was attended by 80 delegates comprising ISSST
members. faculties from different colleges and universities, young researchers from different
universities and research institutions located in and around the city of Kolkata. 50
undergraduate and postgraduate students also attended it.

CONTENT: Prof. Basab Chaudhuri, the Honourable Vice-Chancellor of the West Bengal
State University, the Principal of Sarojini Naidu College for Women, Dr. Urmila Ukil and
dignitaries from ISSST inaugurated the one-day seminar with the lighting of a lamp. This was
followed by an opening song (Rabindra Sangeet) sung by the students of the college. The
dignitaries highlighted the importance of such seminars to the audience.

Dr. Urmila Ukil, after presenting a brief introduction of the college shared reminiscences of
her student life at Jadavpur University. Prof. Basab Chaudhuri spoke on various aspects of
surface chemistry from an engineering point of view. Prof. D.K. Chattoraj, Prof. S.P. Moulik,
Dr. A.B. Mandal (President ISSST) and Dr. R. Debnath (Secretary, ISSST) shared some of
the activities of ISSST and its objectives.

In the seminar there were three sessions. In the pre-lunch session invited lectures were
delivered by Dr. K.P. Das of Bose Institute, Kolkata (member, ISSST), Dr. A. Saha, Director
of the UGC-DAE Consortium for Scientific Research, Kolkata and Dr. A.K. Patra of the
Department of Chemistry, Kalyani University. In the post-lunch session there were two
invited talks delivered by Dr. S. Ray and Dr. M. Barai of the Department of Chemistry,
Vidyasagar University. The poster session was arranged during lunch: 19 posters were
presented by students, faculty members and researchers from different academic institutions.
Three best poster awards were presented. The recipients were Mr. Ritaban Halder, Senior
Research Fellow, Computational Biophysics Research Group, IACS, Kolkata, Mr. Sarthak
Bhattacharya of the Department of Chemistry, Gobardanga Hindu College, Gobardanga and
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Ms. Promita Nandy of the Department of Chemistry, Jadavpur University. Each awardee was
honoured with a medal and a cash award of Rs.500/- along with a certificate.

The programme ended with a valedictory session in which senior academicians from ISSST
were invited on stage to interact with the participants. The session was conducted by Dr. A.B.
Mandal, President ISSST. Student participants came up on stage and shared their opinion on
the one-day event. Some asked academic questions while some felt more of such events
should be organised so that they could get exposed to modern advances in science outside
regular class curriculum.
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